Monocyte function is normal in quiescent psoriasis.
We report an investigation of peripheral blood monocytes from untreated patients with mild, quiescent psoriasis. Possible metabolic changes were monitored by the determination of 3 enzymes representing different pathways of glucose metabolism and 2 lysosomal enzymes. Signal processing was evaluated by the measurement of cyclic AMP levels before and after hormonal stimulation. Luminol-amplified chemiluminescence provided an objective approach to assessing phagocytic capacity. Finally, the pattern of maturation of normal and psoriatic monocytes has been compared during culture in vitro. Our results were uniformly and wholly negative; we conclude that the concept of an "intrinsic" abnormality of the psoriatic monocyte may be excluded. Possible reasons for discrepancies in the literature are discussed.